SCOTTISH HYDRO-ELECTRIC COMMUNITY TRUST

INFORMATION SHEET AND APPLICATION FORM GUIDANCE NOTES
Background

The Scottish Hydro-Electric Community Trust is an independent charitable trust, which was established by Scottish Hydro-Electric plc (now Scottish and Southern Energy plc) to provide help to customers faced with high charges for an electricity connection.  

Prior to privatisation, Scottish Hydro-Electric ran a series of rural development grant aid schemes which, subject to certain qualifying circumstances, contributed towards the costs of first time connections.  Thousands of customers took advantage of these schemes.

Since privatisation in 1991, Scottish Hydro-Electric’s licence does not allow them to differentiate between customers or to cross-subsidise customer connections which might disadvantage other contractors.  However, the company is very aware of the problems, which can be encountered by customers and communities who are faced with a high connection cost.  It is this recognition which prompted Scottish Hydro-Electric to provide the initial funds to allow the Trust to be established to provide an ongoing community benefit.

Independent Trustees

The ongoing administration, investment management and determination of applicants eligible for awards is the sole responsibility of the independent Trustees.  The Trustees live and work within Scotland and their knowledge and experience brings a wealth of understanding to the applications considered by the Trust.  The Trustees usually meet three times a year and decisions are made at their sole discretion and are final. The Trustees endeavour to make the best use of the resources available to them.  It is not possible to grant awards to all applicants.  No correspondence will be entered into as to the reason for any grant or refusal.  

Connection Quote

Before submitting an application to the Trust, applicants should approach their local Scottish Hydro-Electric depot for a quotation to install an electricity supply.  The installation must be to a domestic property or to a non-profit community project and can be for a new property or upgrading an existing supply. No assistance can be given for connections to property which is used for a commercial or semi-commercial operation. 
Award Conditions

· The property can be for domestic use or a community venture which is not profit-making.

· Domestic properties must be the sole residence of the applicant.

· Planning permission, where required, should have been applied for.

· Applicants should be a member of the local community.  Applications for holiday or second homes will not be considered.

· Applicants are required to provide information on the costs, funding and purpose of their project. 

Levels of Award

The level of award granted will be at the sole discretion of the Trustees.  However, the normal level of assistance when granted, is 30% of the connection costs.
Contd.
Guidance Notes to Complete Application Form

1.
Please complete the form as clearly as possible.

2.
Ensure that all answers are completed – incomplete application forms will not be considered.

3.
Ensure that a breakdown of total project expenditure is provided using the proforma enclosed with the application. – this means the total cost of your new build/renovation project broken into individual provisions and services.

4.
Particular attention will also be given to the information provided under the ‘Further Information’ section on the reverse of the Application Form. In many cases, the information provided in this Section will determine whether the application is successful or not.  The Trustees are therefore keen to receive as much information as possible (e.g. why you are building/renovating in this area; details of community involvement; etc.)  A separate sheet can be used if required.

